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Plate 1

A I o — ) Sl daday Gl 2aal JSST 8 8)ke 1 Lo A1) 5 By e pgy —
Je ¥ Ss
A. Rock art of phase I.A composition of human figures depicted with detailed physical features, from
Jubbah - north of Saudi Arabia. Three phases could be recognized.
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B. Large ox from Jubbah depicted in low relief typical representation of phase 1.




Plate 2 http://catch) « « + .blogspot.com/ M

o Gl — @By ay § sl JH dege 1 N Eo M1 J5F gy
A. Rock art of phase II: A group of human figures in dancing attitude from Hail area.

optpall or LU Aol B Sy gy i pey — @
B. Fully Pecked human and animal figures of phase II from Suwedrah, near Medina al-Munawara.



Plate 3 : http:/_/catoh\ st .bloqspot,.courp/
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Al @ a
A. Rock Art of phase 2 and 3: Fully pecked ibex figure of phase 2 and outlined caprines of phase 3,
from Jubbah, northern Saudi Arabia.
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B. An outlined animal of phase 3 superimposed on fully pecked animal figure of phase 2 from Tabuk,
northwest Saudi Arabia.
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A. Rock art of phase 3 — A composition of various human and animal figures, outlined and schematised,
along with other motifs.
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B. Another example of a schematic arrangement of various human and animal figures of (phase 3).
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A. “Wusum” camel brand and a circular motif on goat body.
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B. Various motif and outlined animal figures.
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Plate 6
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A. Rock art of phase 4 — Qutlined human and animal figures and the appearance of camel are the typical
features of this phase.
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B. An example of various outlined and stick human and animal figures of phase 4.
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Plate 7 Vi~ )j
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A. A large composition of human stick figures in different postures located at Tabuk, northwestern
Saudi Arabia.
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B. Another example of a schematic arrangment of various human stick figures with varying limb positions.
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Tracings of plate 7 B. A composition of human sticK figures from Southern Saudi Arabia. The left four figures are almost identical to- Thamudic letters.




Plate 9
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A. An example of Proto-Bedouin (pictographic cum ideographic) writing system from al-Ula, northwest
Saudi Arabia.
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B. Another example of proto - Bedouin writing system. Note the use of human & camel figures in the




Plate 10 Vo 2
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A. An example of transitional period of writing system in which more geometrical and non representational
i used.
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B. Another example of the change from human stick figures to simple geometrical and non representational
signs. From Tayma, NW Saudi Arabia. An example of developing stage of cursive form of writing.
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A. An early form of Bedouin (Thamudic) inscription located near Bisha, South Arabia. Note the crude

form of various alphabetic signs such as “ ’’ and ““A”’.

-2

U RN R o

B. Another example of Bedouin (Thamudic) inscriptiuon from Bisha. Note the development of the tree

like form ¢ Y/’ into “:F ** thus suggesting the evolution and develpment of letters within the internal

structure.
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Plate 12 VY sl

A. Crude form of an early stage of Bedouin (Thamudic) inscription from Tayma. northwest of Saudi
Arabia.
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B. Developing stage of Bedouin (Thamudic) inscription from Najran area.



Plate 13
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A. An early stage of Bedouin (Thamudic inscription) frem Bir Himma, Najran.
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B. Another example of Bedouin (Thamudic) inscription in its early developing stage, Bir Himma,Najran
ares.
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Plate 14 Ve oy
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'A. An example of a small Thamudic inscription from South of Saudi Arabia.
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B. Another Thamudic inscription from Najran, southern region. Note the use of human stick figures

in the above inscription.



Plate 15 Vo iy
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A. Thamudic alphabetic signs from Sakaka, north of Saudi Arabia. Note the signs ‘“ X *’ or A and
e ?5” or Q are repeated.
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B. An Example of a Thamudic inscription. Note the use of human stick figure and its simplified forms

suchas:Y h /L :—ﬂ\ 4



Plate 16 A1 A
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A. An evidence of the local evolution and development of Thamudic (Bedouin) inscription. Note the
lightly patinated developed form and an earlier darkly painated crude form of the inscription located on
Jebel al Kaukab, Bir Hima, Najran area.
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B. Lightly patinated Musned Janubi (left) and earlier depicted Thamudic (Bedouin) inseriptions located
on Jebel Kaukab, Bir Hima, Najran ares. ’



http://catch) « : « .blogspot.com/

Plate 17 \V oa
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A. Musnad Janubi and Thamudic (Bedouin) Inscriptions from Najran. Note the difference in patina.

OE = g @3 BB e e G i BB
B. Musned al-Janubi superimposed on earlier Thamudic (Bedouin) inscriptions. Bir Hima, Najran area.
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Plate 18 VA )
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B. Musned al-Janubi (right lower corner) and darkly patinated almost fading earlier Thamudic (Bedouin)

inscriptions located at Bir Hima, .Najran area.
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Proto - Bedouin signs which are identical to the Bedouin (Thamudic) alophabets:
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Proto-Bedouin |Bedouin (Thamudic) Arabic
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CHRONOLOGY OF SAUDI ARABIAN ROCK ART
Evolutionary emergence of writing from rock art images i3 gl ) ALl 3 A prall pgu U 20 ol
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Rock art of Phase I:human and animal figures in naturalisitc style. (Pl e
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Phase II: Schematised human and animal figures.
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Phase III: highly Schematic / abstract human representations. Cﬂn RS (rw (A x..w.v b ezt Lasl sl ;A U A
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Phase IV: Stick human and animal rspresentations.
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Phase VI : Evolution of alphabetic letters from rock art images. pao ) o RSN Oy 5L Al W
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Eng. Arabic |Hebrew| Sabaen Lihyanite Thamudic Safaitic

(Bedouin)
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Comparative chart of Ancient Arabian Scripts.
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	نشأة وتطور الكتابة في الجزيرة لاعربية للدكتور مجيد خان

	اصل ونشأة الخط في الجزيرة العربية

	صور ولوحات متعددة عن بعض النقوش المكتوبة على الحجارة  في الجزيرة




